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English Language Arts: Writing
Item Information and Scoring Guide
Reference Sheet, Writing Prompt and
Learning Results, Scoring Guide and
Training Notes, and Student Responses

NOTE: Each student’s total writing score is based on a response to the writing
prompt and the reading/writing response item. (Refer to page C-77 for scoring
information.)
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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how the Maine Educational
Assessment (MEA) writing prompt is scored. These pages contain the prompt accompanied
by the following information.

* Learning Results: the content standards, followed by the performance indicators, that
the item measured

* Writing Scoring Guide: the ten-point description used to determine the score, divided
into two parts. Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing (Topic Idea Development) are
scored on a six-point scale, and Standard English Conventions are scored on a four-point
scale.

¢ Student Responses:

— one sample of student work for each score point value (6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1), scored for
Topic Idea Development

— one sample of student work for each score point value (4, 3, 2, 1), scored for Standard
English Conventions

— one exemplar of student work that received the highest possible score points for both
Topic Idea Development (6 points) and Standard English Conventions (4 points)
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Writing Prompt and Learning Results

You find a strange invention. Describe what it looks like and what it does.

Writing Prompt
Learning Results: F-1, G-1, G-2
Standard English Conventions

F  Students will write and speak correctly, using conventions of standard written and spoken
English. Students will be able to
1 edit written work for Standard English spelling and usage, evidenced by pieces that show
and contain

few significant errors in the use of pronouns and adjectives.

attention to the proper use of adverbial forms and conjunctions.

few significant errors in the spelling of frequently used words.

no significant errors in the capitalization of words that begin sentences and few significant
errors in the capitalization of proper nouns and titles.

no significant errors in the use of ending punctuation marks and an understanding of how
to use commas.

Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing and Speaking

G Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, to
present lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to communicate
feelings, knowledge, and opinions. Students will be able to

1 write pieces and make remarks that begin to use descriptive language that clarifies, enhances,

and develops ideas.

G Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, to
present lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to communicate
feelings, knowledge, and opinions. Students will be able to

2 write stories (or other pieces) that show a definite beginning (introduction), middle (body), and

ending (conclusion).
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Training Notes for Writing Prompt
Student Responses Scored for Topic Idea Development

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 Paper—page B-8

This is a well-formed, fluent essay in which the writer uses rich details to develop an overall effect
that is equally rich. Details are cleverly chosen and applied with an unusual degree of precision. A
distinctive voice is unmistakable—the writer presents a style and tone that’s best described as “all
his own.”

Topic Idea Development Score Point 5 Paper—page B-10

This is a fully developed essay in which strong details are used to explain the workings of the robot.
A careful, descriptive tone is sustained throughout the piece, and the writer demonstrates effective
control of language.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 4 Paper—page B-12

This is a well-developed essay in which the writer demonstrates control through sensible
organization of relevant, descriptive details. The writer's voice is clear in a vivid description of two
important events that might be typical of a day in the life of a cat. Facility of language is strong, and
this is supported by useful risk-taking in a noticeable effort to “show” rather than “tell”

Topic Idea Development Score Point 3 Paper—page B-14

This essay is moderately developed. The writer presents some descriptive details about the
unicorn, and although these details are not well developed, a visual quality is achieved. There is a
clear sense of voice in the way the writer uses descriptive language, and this is one of the essay’s
strong points. Topic development is not fleshed out and controlled—a characteristic of the

“4” score point.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 2 Paper—page B-15

This essay is very rudimentary and limited in topic development, development of supporting details,
and compositional structure. Use of language is ineffective and unsophisticated, and there is little
variety in sentence structures used.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 1 Paper—page B-16
This essay offers an example of “little topic development.” Although vocabulary used may seem
characteristic of a “2” (vortex, penetrated), there are too few details and topic development is weak.
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Student Responses Scored for Standard English Conventions

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4 Paper—page B-17
There are few errors in conventions in text that is fairly complex—just enough to allow the
opportunity to demonstrate control. Punctuation is used effectively.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 3 Paper—page B-19

Errors do not interfere with communication, although there are a few in sentence formation
and spelling. This piece lacks the complexity of a “4”—control of a variety of conventions is not
demonstrated.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 2 Paper—page B-21
Errors do not interfere with communication, but the text is too rudimentary to allow for
demonstration of knowledge of conventions.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 1 Paper—page B-22

Errors in spelling interfere with communication in brief, simplistic text. Although this piece can be
read and understood, the writer demonstrates little control of Standard English conventions in first-
draft writing.

Exemplar Student Response Paper—page B-23

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6

There is a quality of control in this piece that is supported by effective use of humor and
the writer's knowledge of the use of subtlety. The writing is organized in such a way that
each developed, integrated detail sustains strong focus. Language is used to the effect of
building strong images: “It was a miserable walk partly because the sidewalk was covered
in slush and partly because it was only ten degrees.” Organizational crafting is evident in
the way the writer frames the essay within a “connected” opening and end.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4
The writer demonstrates control of Standard English conventions in text that is complex and well
crafted.
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Student Responses for Topic Idea Development Score Points 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1

Mmmme 19 \_—-

1 have 4

16

Ve nor mn\ l| fe.

lo alINg l’]f’ re,  £-Xo 11'& meni Ele Hm:.
sthe J o
WA \Mg*" hing{f%m_j)/ m‘ll mna roor
, called T i i
Y g the tplease?

%

boc

aot r&odl

J_wom% to a0

" Ing, " c.a‘”pjl A
T'h& /,&Ha.r
[ stacked” down_the lona, e

-

en COMIY

};;AA o s

1 ¢ ‘;‘J'alr‘\A/ﬂU (’ﬂa'\

E AT Hhe

IC?O‘J' ‘}‘D -}'J

2 ¥ \\/Jﬁm

|_hard,

.5lflou

panting rea

w i

81"\"’ "}O L

pi——

BANALY when

f}: H’]e?, Ce ool&i
[ | [ S

oA VI A N ﬁ?fn TA) n’kx

- mrljrna}_,m“é
ﬂ h

I"'\qﬂlﬁ Aol

B

V5.

wos _silver in colon o

+ IE[ 7
mh(xff and ﬁé s

Lﬂr!x ‘,'Ll"’l
thine s 5+.c.k,

k- sF _the <i

25, exen when

ou] r"l u hp.gd_ﬂf

0AANS
el an

d

;mmmw

"’"\PJ"& WS O.‘ﬁ{;) a”

sorks of (.on‘l'rh\ Pﬂ“sﬁ"/ii

Tl’\lf.t 1A

‘Ke. m-H

a N-b

b ot of ﬂ:_]f,

T‘a@\m

[AP

lxlmmad

Ned up +he Amr an

climh

;LQF

(e & 4 3 f'L 'y
%%MML%
nd_’&al anat, * SALJ.

ne. futa pﬁ.ﬂmﬁ{

T

T,

snd Fhere was o Flazh s

508 [7)

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4

B-8




1N H_’Z}L !”amj rgom of mjz hamg Ta 'Hne,,

[Z.
. Af}n mn&d() Lo0Meent. 4 umffi }mkm/ ant)
T’]Pt‘p \WAS }hf’ yal J&S} \571 k}e,‘j‘}‘
2Vel sezl, Hlj ﬁgf’ A" 49 INY 1Wr$‘l’£.r{ a
was crawl, ond he was fatk,
A_womon came inte the resem, She bhad scacs
Q“ WL hf.r }’)r)clu, Sne smbaiiéA A S]’]e w48
fea ig Sk:nnm o ,
l;,. * bhrend iy l: WWas A Man 2o
ALY . I- » He wib,es WOSeya ] ¥la /onkrd PX/,V;}'}{/
BT 4 bobi, B
e Dong \Was M : JFMMM_
2 s

Hu Man Was me.

é_]_gan\‘ﬂgc:! ' T I OF Hep Y
[ ‘JéP@d n 1798, pressed dhe 7 button
L i ' e selipr ot M aperteend
mped ot A The (4 o oT e Mo
, NOYEPA 1ADe L‘.,. N4 OCINISTZA, 1Y)
L / i t dont Mese wi th
1 1.

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4

B-9



Die._day when T waS doud ey weefly ule Tun 1w
a_ (eally _sTrang house 10 the’ difante. I cane choser 10 1he.
house and sawl YT s 4 \anh)rv[ went inside_the labrinsy
and looked_apund Then T Yofited a sinnge inyedtion. i Fhe

LONEL, L+ nakea 1’€a[v weird It had /
1 atinder 0 CiF had b | ,;M‘r on 100 0f jrart 1rk€
evel, aul i had tr wheels o th e bottem of i1, ] fauti

ah an_cwieh and Turded I on.

el T came fo LE LT aked me whal T wWined ﬁ:z
eat Then dhed if what F waC It H
m of oven dnd in shetT hir name wag ifo.

acar! d eqar LT M)k mme acon_oul of
rew‘m agralol dnd an e TV Sucked e bacort thenugh (05 jf[m
alf ad the arinder ousicion ang madeeven dicer Then i
eyecbegan 1 blmk Jm eqt wp the bucon and predn bacon!

Then if cricked the eqd gnd oul 1T {0_hi¢ sicktion,
The_cugkfin Tned aln_a_bpil [ stivred fpe ey untif i
0 be._scrambed. ] en r wenl in %ﬁpf%du amd
it ey finked caqin, Lhen eg]@ﬂuen o_s(fertid
e w_and g0l eal anarv He savd he wa¢ gpisg 10

sell Tro so 1 acked how wiuch bg was, He caid®This 15 one-

of a-kind 5 anT be_cheap 1L sl [ hattfp ypu frd 00

EWW i be righl” hack.” The wetl hﬁmp and
gt 10 dads chcckbcak e oif @ ¢ F£ for 300 and_ran back
a5 Fasfar Locould ok hov He cheak did he e 10e...
Tro Jhen we wolkied Tané togelher o

,__..n—

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4
B-10




-

When L gat home L was hagrv’ T asked [ro fo
vake a domiPLor me gnd he did When my dad Beid aul
thoul the check he Wu: bs fu0 T ol grywided for a_ monlk
wa_cowd onlv uge Tve when T twoded “him unti/ the
ot _was gvey. L twived Tro off eACORT for oreak fady g

MM&%MM_EWV when _tho Menth
Was yp-I hope 1 pever ger gruy 7 aqain.

T END

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4

B-11



_ (4
\oo’au\/l l fomé (@8 w@;faf TLI/H“‘L ‘

N I/V’;y__.
m“) e/ ¥ Was A m®T€/| hard Lr_\‘.’+ with

ra/oreJ ftn[fd-lw/éj all _an Jrhe Sdes and (e
CO/"Ima DLt Q‘F -H.«e, *on MGJ‘T‘ fn;ao"ﬁ:rmﬂ

pla e Hhp
Sty Q‘(\J N S‘#'f?n 'HA ol <o id PPOF!Q. J;}‘J"o
AY\;MG fr, v/ '
I Nt the L\O-Pd L\a-\' Or pA Y he 2usf
nnu! —H\o.u.wfn,r‘ MGy bg unar .{uﬁpafczc/ to

41N Q‘F\/{vb\g’ Qn’lfmo_l 01/)01 _ﬂ‘/m
S'L()H'(/L\. I’ d;,;_ @XO.C‘]'GL((JY

+le

+L\n.'f O\J’)ﬂ’ ‘HA r‘a'f'('
how be come Q. cay Aox . Ola},
AN \VIZs <o o u}nrxf(“ in MY bt}fk‘mﬂf

so 1 decsclézo‘ +0 Qo ﬂusrfp L«)Kﬂh Ifi)_a_r
r I heard fag#’frnq Lo H»e toll _ gvracs
o went oper , [ne¥e tyac o MO\c/z;Fr
Sur\(ﬂﬂv\l\/ N ‘Fp,H’m need 45 kil .sp T
ran Ox-F‘l"F/r 1'{ Foavarttineg MJA(\ T o uss
I "F}ﬁa/(/ ﬁod_h(/gd /‘b[/Q,Wr\/ 0 Lt __z: ZAO\SJ
/‘Ou,lnlr\—k H‘ r,t é 4 j15 Spulrry [it++/e Nk
Tkén N j: (e g L‘J—Q—-!A (nQ V'//\O/tqg_ fz‘“fk':}'l.r@"’ﬁfﬁerd
Mo T pas T drapaed -@/p Mause o
Fan hyowns the  ~/OF <hp (4. g,
decidad  -tq me (‘IO“VP O{l’/:f’ Side _of
The gYe et %I Mcor\\/\/\JL\OJ’ could pa Lilond
ﬂl&—}’ +Hoatx \N{'\oﬁ I \mﬂE’C-‘an ].S'farr'i”éa -
_ LJo«H‘z'mq down tHhe stdewa}k,famd the et
Jr‘/nhq :E k{\ow Lm t T‘Mﬂnma [AO”YJL/‘/
’]WY_fff/ﬂ 'pr—om 0N dr’o }l”? Jtié@if_m_

=2 O;: \ :}b;md%ﬂhm’_ﬁw& dog ffr\m;rﬁﬁ Qnie

HA,« (s QY ___lng__ _______ (0N molf\f/\m tre.e _ond
Shood ot —}[/\p bortom of ¥ anrﬂfur\p

/

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4
B-12



ond  Larking AfFter about a (o hc =N

Lot [he Joq thotche! camie  gnd fook im
O»wox.f-I qcrb (up ol mv LOUre9l  pgond
fumped dowyd the Aowering  +re€. Wh ey L Fiorafy
Votarriel hiome ¥ Jetorttd 1o  roip Lot
T QQ_‘}’ bock lhome  aand IL,LcLﬁHY +h o
IA,O»TJ hot (wous i lged _oe i +5 side <o

T ccowled  wunder | and the, PO we.r
1"0‘0( allrecdy bean 00, /_L L0 f;/ﬁ?‘ HA’I’W /+
of L, th O pa <Q T £ 3+ pon)
I 1 B thought o f "Vllff_é/f and 7’7;7617_{;—
Ok

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4

B-13



af, i a M L@f/ 0wad mlufb omd,
M' EQ/ Ko ,vt LI 0 /}‘WGW_/ A;b

7 pak awﬁ.f}r Bt s dhe © mﬁyﬁ:{' A
NWQA/ ,Q\QArr/ £ WO\-EQ/ JW/\L tﬁ, M}MM
Borv  rtmanSrle cd&i)_l;:ﬁ/_J&iL aond.

N %:3” ﬂw ,Q\cm.ﬂb t% Au-f'\-prA

e

%0 umfmr m;la AJMAJA.,

ﬂmuﬂ\h,,d

rYI;Jh [ ,e,vu/ %ﬁ‘ﬂ‘/[ ‘H)\b A(m/icz, A)I*%L@LL
olls M,&Jbu D

" QoL D""éui, a0l ! ‘fdm Abo, e
ol A, ool Aerae. E2Kom, ,o-rmzd
M?-MIM MMV rﬂ/ Lk .Alo—um _ZZ’

We Aoco, A NI
Dm mmmrmL fﬂ y'VMML Kfrﬂ:ﬁ /

oy He  Sonne. t‘ﬂ. L ISVY; M}fumff;

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4

B-14



©
T Q. lc.!'o'.. rﬂ/ﬁﬁ]LOﬁ 7_7Z /)er/

{ MAO [0 e (¢ £ £2/7] £ ZJ
mnm nel o
QMW ﬁ Lo s very Tall
~y £

L/

) (2L 20 l folv.Ne s Bl
e

M‘z 23V <

. [ _ @M%iéﬂf /-WO/CQJ/
[, (3 V207 er- Q./?o/ c/-;p{nj/zo

1727 & "’I O 2 G2 L T, (IO

i
MM%O‘.DP%‘E-E/S' r7c2 I‘” g

7L/2; AAQFIN (2021 L 212720 777 ’
#/%"
/ %OOK /)F’/"Aw ¥ Sn/p/?/ﬁ/é,ﬁ?/’“ /77éP

22 N\, 020 i eA bﬁ’/“ D 702 " //’747/7 5A,a
(S S22 [0 //‘)f? f')fx (A s 220 Ol/ff’_ﬂybzi’/’

5, TITE T o
L= As. LA

L S

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4

B-15



- - 1
Ohedoy TWA Wl King Aurr rmedump

Lsow w Yol Tely I Penerrared Thiouy,
Tne Vol Fex T Toolc 0@ patkein itk e.
TLoo<ed araipd but WolAing wal el 4
Jo I WenhT bage THWIMFL The, VO e
Md wens rem €

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4

B-16



Student Responses for Standard English Conventions Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Student Exemplar for Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 and Standard English
Conventions Score Point 4
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